
 

 

 

 

PRESIDENTIAL THANKSGIVING PROCLAMATIONS  
2010 - 2019 Barack Obama, 

November 23, 2010 
A Proclamation by the President of the United States of America 
 
A beloved American tradition, Thanksgiving Day offers us the opportunity to focus our thoughts on 
the grace that has been extended to our people and our country. This spirit brought together the 
newly arrived Pilgrims and the Wampanoag tribe -- who had been living and thriving around 
Plymouth, Massachusetts for thousands of years -- in an autumn harvest feast centuries ago. This 
Thanksgiving Day, we reflect on the compassion and contributions of Native Americans, whose 
skill in agriculture helped the early colonists survive, and whose rich culture continues to add to our 
Nation's heritage. We also pause our normal pursuits on this day and join in a spirit of fellowship 
and gratitude for the year's bounties and blessings. 
Thanksgiving Day is a time each year, dating back to our founding, when we lay aside the troubles 
and disagreements of the day and bow our heads in humble recognition of the providence 
bestowed upon our Nation. Amidst the uncertainty of a fledgling experiment in democracy, 
President George Washington declared the first Thanksgiving in America, recounting the blessings 
of tranquility, union, and plenty that shined upon our young country. In the dark days of the Civil 
War when the fate of our Union was in doubt, President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed a 
Thanksgiving Day, calling for "the Almighty hand" to heal and restore our Nation. 
In confronting the challenges of our day, we must draw strength from the resolve of previous 
generations who faced their own struggles and take comfort in knowing a brighter day has always 
dawned on our great land. As we stand at the close of one year and look to the promise of the 
next, we lift up our hearts in gratitude to God for our many blessings, for one another, and for our 
Nation. This Thanksgiving Day, we remember that the freedoms and security we enjoy as 
Americans are protected by the brave men and women of the United States Armed Forces. These 
patriots are willing to lay down their lives in our defense, and they and their families deserve our 
profound gratitude for their service and sacrifice. 
This harvest season, we are also reminded of those experiencing the pangs of hunger or the 
hardship of economic insecurity. Let us return the kindness and generosity we have seen 
throughout the year by helping our fellow citizens weather the storms of our day. 
As Americans gather for the time-honored Thanksgiving Day meal, let us rejoice in the abundance 
that graces our tables, in the simple gifts that mark our days, in the loved ones who enrich our 
lives, and in the gifts of a gracious God. Let us recall that our forebears met their challenges with 
hope and an unfailing spirit, and let us resolve to do the same. 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, by virtue of 
the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby 
proclaim Thursday, November 25, 2010, as a National Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage all the 
people of the United States to come together -- whether in our homes, places of worship, 
community centers, or any place of fellowship for friends and neighbors -- to give thanks for all we 
have received in the past year, to express appreciation to those whose lives enrich our own, and to 

 



share our bounty with others. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-third day of November, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and thirty-fifth. 
BARACK OBAMA  

 



 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING DAY, 2011 
November 24, 2011 
A PROCLAMATION BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  

     One of our Nation's oldest and most cherished traditions, Thanksgiving Day brings 
us closer to our loved ones and invites us to reflect on the blessings that enrich our 
lives.  The observance recalls the celebration of an autumn harvest centuries ago, when 
the Wampanoag tribe joined the Pilgrims at Plymouth Colony to share in the fruits of a 
bountiful season.  The feast honored the Wampanoag for generously extending their 
knowledge of local game and agriculture to the Pilgrims, and today we renew our 
gratitude to all American Indians and Alaska Natives.  We take this time to remember 
the ways that the First Americans have enriched our Nation's heritage, from their 
generosity centuries ago to the everyday contributions they make to all facets of 
American life.  As we come together with friends, family, and neighbors to celebrate, let 
us set aside our daily concerns and give thanks for the providence bestowed upon us.  

     Though our traditions have evolved, the spirit of grace and humility at the heart of 
Thanksgiving has persisted through every chapter of our story.  When President George 
Washington proclaimed our country's first Thanksgiving, he praised a generous and 
knowing God for shepherding our young Republic through its uncertain beginnings.  
Decades later, President Abraham Lincoln looked to the divine to protect those who had 
known the worst of civil war, and to restore the Nation "to the full enjoyment of peace, 
harmony, tranquility, and union."  

     In times of adversity and times of plenty, we have lifted our hearts by giving humble 
thanks for the blessings we have received and for those who bring meaning to our 
lives.  Today, let us offer gratitude to our men and women in uniform for their many 
sacrifices, and keep in our thoughts the families who save an empty seat at the table for 
a loved one stationed in harm's way.  And as members of our American family make do 
with less, let us rededicate ourselves to our friends and fellow citizens in need of a 
helping hand.  

     As we gather in our communities and in our homes, around the table or near the 
hearth, we give thanks to each other and to God for the many kindnesses and comforts 
that grace our lives.  Let us pause to recount the simple gifts that sustain us, and 
resolve to pay them forward in the year to come.  

 



     NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 24, 2011, as a National Day of 
Thanksgiving.  I encourage the people of the United States to come together    whether 
in our homes, places of worship, community centers, or any place of fellowship for 
friends and neighbors    to give thanks for all we have received in the past year, to 
express appreciation to those whose lives enrich our own, and to share our bounty with 
others.  

     IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day of 
November, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.  

BARACK OBAMA  

 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

THANKSGIVING DAY, 2012 
November 20, 2012 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
A PROCLAMATION 
 
On Thanksgiving Day, Americans everywhere gather with family and friends to recount 
the joys and blessings of the past year. This day is a time to take stock of the fortune we 
have known and the kindnesses we have shared, grateful for the God-given bounty that 
enriches our lives. As many pause to lend a hand to those in need, we are also 
reminded of the indelible spirit of compassion and mutual responsibility that has 
distinguished our Nation since its earliest days. 
 
Many Thanksgivings have offered opportunities to celebrate community during times of 
hardship. When the Pilgrims at Plymouth Colony gave thanks for a bountiful harvest 
nearly four centuries ago, they enjoyed the fruits of their labor with the Wampanoag 
tribe -- a people who had shared vital knowledge of the land in the difficult months 
before. When President George Washington marked our democracy's first 
Thanksgiving, he prayed to our Creator for peace, union, and plenty through the trials 
that would surely come. And when our Nation was torn by bitterness and civil war, 
President Abraham Lincoln reminded us that we were, at heart, one Nation, sharing a 
bond as Americans that could bend but would not break. Those expressions of unity still 
echo today, whether in the contributions that generations of Native Americans have 
made to our country, the Union our forebears fought so hard to preserve, or the 
providence that draws our families together this season. 
 
As we reflect on our proud heritage, let us also give thanks to those who honor it by 
giving back. This Thanksgiving, thousands of our men and women in uniform will sit 
down for a meal far from their loved ones and the comforts of home. We honor their 
service and sacrifice. We also show our appreciation to Americans who are serving in 
their communities, ensuring their neighbors have a hot meal and a place to stay. Their 
actions reflect our age-old belief that we are our brothers' and sisters' keepers, and they 
affirm once more that we are a people who draw our deepest strength not from might or 
wealth, but from our bonds to each other. 
 
On Thanksgiving Day, individuals from all walks of life come together to celebrate this 
most American tradition, grateful for the blessings of family, community, and country. 
Let us spend this day by lifting up those we love, mindful of the grace bestowed upon us 
by God and by all who have made our lives richer with their presence. 
 

 



NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 22, 2012, as a National Day of 
Thanksgiving. I encourage the people of the United States to join together -- whether in 
our homes, places of worship, community centers, or any place of fellowship for friends 
and neighbors -- and give thanks for all we have received in the past year, express 
appreciation to those whose lives enrich our own, and share our bounty with others. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day of November, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thirty-seventh. 
 
BARACK OBAMA 
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